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"B" wae to approach the peninoulna from the ozat and was to land latc on D=Day
and carly on D pluc one on landing zonos actride tho 3TC. :ERE EGLISE = BLO3=
VILLE Road (35894). In 2 lasi-minute change of plen General RIDGEMYY parachutcd
with Foroa "A",

Aorial resupply =issions wore scheduled auilonsticslly for the morning of
D plus ono snd on call theroaftor if nesoded. Tho automatic miesion was the
enly parachuto mission ultimatoly flown but a small amount of squipment and sup-
plies woere rocoived later by glidor.

A11 sirborne elomenic of the Divislon hed cloged and were sesled in apeacial
camps at the tako-off ficlde by 24 hours before tho schoduled take-off timo.
Parachute cloments wero looated at sovem airfiolds in tho GRUTIHYM - (MTTESMDRE
= LNGAR aroa of the Britich Midlends, ond glidor olcmonts wore at seven air-
fields in the 'LODERMASTON - RANSBURY - MERRYFIELD area. (See immex Koo 3 A)

All men wors briefed thoroughly on thelr miceions, s recheck was mede of
2ll equipment and personncl, and planee =nd gliders wero loaded with equipment.
The Allied D-Day wns postponed 24 hours boesuse of westher conditions, and the
firet plancs of Forco "A' #ook off at 052315 June 1944,

The main flight was prsceded by the three rozimental pathfinder teame which
dropped one-half hour prior to the firet groun. The pathfinders sustained many
casual tice and had difficulty in weing lights, but they ascomplished their mie-
eion and set up bemeona to puide the ineoming plaes to the throe desimmatod
drop zones,

The flight over the English Channel was in good formation and without in-
cident, but betwoon the wost ecosst and tha drop zetca a hoavy fop bml tonded
to break up the formation of the planes. Plak and pome enexy night fightors
ictivity caused sceme of the troop earricr plancs o tae up avaalvs action, and
by tho time the drop zoncs were roached mwy planacs wors scatiercd, and wore fly-
ing at excossive speods end at altftudes highor than thooo idcal for jusping,

The 305th Parachuto Infantry Rogiment 1mded generslly in the vicinity of
ito drop zono. The 507th Parachuto Infentry 2o scattered, ono alemont dropp=
ing in the vicinity of MTEDOURD, anothor scuwth of QLITA onl the romaindor
aotride the HERDERFT Fiver cast of the drop moue, The 500th Parschute Infantry
Heglmnt was 1ikawine geatterad widely, the bulk of its parnchutists dropping
caet of the Drom Zoms and soma poreonnel landing o3 far away o8 nine kilomotern
south of CHEREOURG, 3

The 32 glidern conteining batteries of the "0th Alrborne Mutiaireraft Bate
tallon mnd dotachmente and farvard sartles of ar illory, sigrl and DMvizion
Headquarters groupe follow-d the main body of paretircopers and bepan 1mding at
040k hours. The gliders sl=o ensountorcd Pog =1d £lalt. They %00 wors scattered,
and many of them were dwmazed upon crashing into the small ficlds and hich hedge-
rove.

Encoy renction to the landing of the 824 Arborne Division in the 175 U
aras was prompt and severe, but from the time the firet wamber Tandcg 1=4c1 ==
dwe later, wien the Tivision wag finally relieved, cvery mission waa =on~ *-
liohod =nd no grownd gained was over relinquished, '

1 day<by-day aceount of the Division's activiiies follova: :

D-DAY, & JUVE 1944 (3ec fancwns & and i)

Tho firest clement of the main body of the Tivioion Jum .

It L the. Tl pod st 0151 hours
having been precoded 30 minutos by the Pathfinder toase, By 0512 h::-zru all Euru—-
Lroopora had 1mded, and ot 0404 hours the first of 52 gliders in the initia}
glider sorisl crash lmded. Both parachutists and zlidere were scattered.

Small groups wmd some units attacked to securo the Divielon zome. Groupe




